
The Applied Philosopher  
for the Modern Achiever

Speaker Biography
Max Stephens stands at the frontier between human performance and philosophical depth.  
A developmental theorist and applied philosopher, his speaking topics expose the unseen architecture 
of ambition — how identity, worldview, and moral development shape what we call success. 

Having worked with billion-dollar fund managers, military leaders, Harvard graduates, award-winning 
filmmakers, and world-renowned futurists, Max brings intellectual precision and existential weight to the 
stage. His bestselling book, What the F*** Do You Really Want, and his pioneering frameworks — the 
Fracture-Strategy-Distortion (FSD) and Relational Rights Models (RRM) — are redefining what it means 
to achieve without losing one’s soul.

Speaker Topics

THE HIDDEN ARCHITECTURE OF AMBITION
Why so many high performers are driven—but not 

fulfilled. Exposes the unseen worldviews and  
self-stories that create both success and suffering.

“PROFOUND“
Paul Korber, Sales Executive�, Microsoft

“INVALUABLE“
Simon Mills, Executive Director�, Morgan Stanley

WHEN ACHIEVEMENT STOPS WORKING
The psychology of burnout, disillusionment, and 

the existential crash that follows “making it.” 
Learn how to rebuild ambition on something real.

FINDING MEANING IN A SECULAR WORLD
What happens when traditional sources of 

purpose collapse—and how to create meaning 
without mysticism or dogma.

BEYOND PERFORMANCE:  
THE CONTRIBUTION PARADIGM

Reframing success as a vehicle for meaning, 
not validation. How contribution transforms 

drive into fulfillment.

Helping high performers turn success into 
contribution and ambition into meaning.
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Max is available for in-person or virtual speaking engagements as a  
Keynote (30–60 min), Workshop (90 min–half-day) or Panel & Q&A.

His material is suited for C-suite executives, Founders, Philosophical panels,  
Creatives, and High-performing teams.

Book Max Stephens for your next conference, summit, or podcast.
 His conversations are known to be deeply insightful, evolving how people see success, 

humanity, and their role in the world.

30+ global podcast appearances across business, psychology,  
and leadership — from New York to London to Sydney.

50+ testimonials from CEOs, founders, and world-class performers 
across finance, law, athletic, and the creative industries.

1,500+ sessions delivered annually to executives and entrepreneurs 
committed to mastery, meaning, and measurable results.

“If you’ve ever been afraid to stop — afraid that if you slowed down long enough to look at yourself, 
everything might unravel — I understand. I’m not here to judge you or even to fix you, but to help you see 

yourself clearly — to finally understand what is driving you, and the peace that waits beyond it.”

— Max Stephens

“REMARKABLE“
Dominic Morello, Co-Founder & Partner� 

Nationwide Capital

“EXTRAORDINARY“
Dr. Mark Van Rijmenam, Futurist� 

Futurwise

“TRANSFORMATIVE“
Mark Coles Smith, Actor � 

Modern Family

Audience and Reach
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